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Summer Is Fleeting! 
 

Our members have been on the go 

both On and Off the Cliff.  And, 

they have more  in store. 

Enjoy following where they’ve 

been and where we are going. 

 

In this issue you’ll find: 

 

 Fireworks and Friends 

from the Club. 

 A glimpse of the Eclipse 

from 22…wear glasses! 

And thank-you, Mr. Bowe 

for the array of photos! 

 An update on Club affairs 

by President Chernoff. 

 A taste of CD 

Programming and an 

invitation for more. 

 A reciprocal visit with The 

Scottish Arts Club in 

Edinburgh. 

 An interview with new 

AIR member Josh Wolff. 

 The story of AIR member 

Keanon Kyles’ vocal 

performance in Glasgow. 

 A review of Alyssa 

Allgood’s Jazz Night in 

July at the Cliff. 

 An upcoming dedication at 

Chicago’s Women’ Park. 

 Images from Greektown’s 

Summer Street Art and 

Word Exhibit. 

 What’s in the works with 

the CD Art Foundation. 
 

           Read on and Enjoy!  

Their Eyes Were Watching…. 

    

      in amazement as mid- 
 
          
 

               
   

        day wedded mid-night                                

                                                
                            for nearly 3 minutes…. 
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President’s Report September 2017 
 
 It's summer and hot outside, but our new air-conditioning system is working well and things are 

proceeding nicely at The Cliff Dwellers.    

 

 The Board has adopted a Budget for FY 2017-18 that projects a small surplus.  

 We're continuing to add new trial members.  

 The Building owners advise that construction of the new exercise facility (with locker rooms & 

showers!) will be completed before year-end.  CD members will be able to use this new facility 

without charge. 

 Lately, we've enjoyed art openings, viewing the solar eclipse from the patio, an architectural 

presentation, a reception for Chicago Architecture Foundation docents, Wednesday night fireworks 

from the patio, and other Club events.  

 The patio is open for drinks, lunch and dinner (except Monday nights, when the Club is closed until 

fall).  And don't forget about the Wednesday night fireworks. 

 

 Thanks to our Program Committee, we have some good events planned for September, including: 

  

 Saturday, September 23rd -- The Book Club will -- in keeping with the theme of the book -- meet at 

Glessner House to discuss Arthur Meeker's Prairie Avenue.  

 Thursday, September 28th – Architecture program presented jointly with the Society of 

Architectural Historians featuring a 30-minute film about the installation of Chagall's Four Seasons 

in the (then) First National Plaza.  The program will be followed by a Chef Victor Cooks dinner.  

 

 Once again, we will participate in the Chicago Architecture Foundation's Open House Chicago.  

Specifically, the Club will be open to visits from CAF members from 10:00 a.m. – 4:00 p.m. on Saturday, 

October 14 and Sunday, October 15.  Lunch will be served on Saturday, and the bar will be open both days.  In 

order to show the Club at its best, we will need volunteers both days.  Please contact either me at 

david.s.chernoff @gmail.com, or Charlie Hasbrouck at charlie.hasbrouck@gmail.com if you will help us on 

either of those days.  Let's take full advantage of this opportunity to add new members.  

 

 For those of you who are having out-of-town guests, I remind you that well-priced hotel rooms are 

available at the Union League Club.  In order to put up guests at ULC, if you haven’t already done so, you will 

first need to complete ULC's credit card form – which is available from Don or Vivian –  and, after it's 

processed, go over to the Union League Club and pick up an ID card.  

 

  I encourage you to continue to recruit new members -- the 

lifeblood of the Club -- and to use the Club facilities more often, 

including parties and events.  More members and more meals served 

(especially in the evening) will not only make the Club even more 

enjoyable for all, and will hopefully allow us to operate in the black.  

Each of you can help. 
 

 If you have any suggestions about new members, events or how 

to improve the Club, please let me know.         

             Zivio! 

David S. Chernoff CD’09, President    
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Friends, Food, and Fireworks  
By Margery al Chalabi, CD ’85 
 

 It could have been a serious disappointment and a gap in the Club’s stellar summer evening line-up of 

events.  But, when author William Hazelgrove, was unable to discuss his new book, Forging a President:  

How the Wild West Created Teddy Roosevelt, on Wednesday, July 19--our Club’s creative program team and 

Chef Victor rode to the rescue.  The e-Blast was sent out; 

 

“Let Chef Victor Cook Dinner: A Southern Barbeque” 

 

BBQ Baby back ribs with all the fixings, a 

variety of salads, and a choice of desserts. 

 

 In addition to the dinner, the Club invited new Three-Month trial members to join their sponsors and 

other Club members in lively conversation over dinner and drinks.  And, since this event was on a Summer 

Wednesday, we would be able to enjoy the Navy Pier Fireworks.  

 

 Our “Let Chef Victor Cook Dinner” program is not only a wonderful reserve event; but it provides a 

quiet backdrop for friends and colleagues to catch up; and for new invitees to drink-in the ambiance of the 

Club.  All this occurs against the backdrop of a spectacular waterfront and Millennium Park. 

 

 The northern wall of Millennium Park is always a colorful edge to activities.  And, it cast its usual bright 

lights this night.  Then, the fireworks began.  First, a scattering of red fireballs; next, a fiery chrysanthemum.  
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 Some bursts of light emerged from thick clouds; others scattered multi-colored auroras above the lake.  

Some reminded us of the galaxies we’ve seen through the Hubble telescope or NASA’s missions.  
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 The lake reflected – sometimes subtly – the fireworks above it; sometimes, it seemed to be an 

expansion of it.  And, then, it was over. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Everyone seemed to have had a great time.  And, the barbeque was great as well. 
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Some Program Highlights 
By Program Chair Joan Pantsios CD’14 

 

 The Cliff Dwellers has had some wonderful programs this year, and though it may be a bit early for a 

“year in review,” I thought I’d recap a few of them.   I know some will say, “Why didn’t she talk about X?”, 

but I don’t think Mike would like it if I took over the entire newsletter! 

 

 As always, we’ve had many events focusing on architecture.  Blair Kamin, the architecture critic for the 

Chicago Tribune, talked to us in January about his recent book, The Gates of Harvard Yard.  We had a very 

special program for Chicago Architecture Foundation docents, with Charlie Habrouck recapping the 

Architectural Lecture Series.  We learned about the history of Chicago’s City Halls from Alderman Ed Burke, 

whose book Glory and Government: Chicago’s City Hall at 100 commemorates the 2009 centennial 

anniversary of the current building.  But for me, the highlight must be Tim Samuelson’s talk, “The Last Years 

of Louis Sullivan.”   Accompanied by an exhibit of Sullivan’s late work, Tim focused on his connection to the 

Club, where he wrote The Autobiography of an Idea.   

 

 It was quite a year for the Cubs as well.  Brian Bernardoni, who has been a Wrigley Field guide for 20 

years, brought in scads of Cubs memorabilia and showed photos and told stories of the friendly confines.  Our 

Architectural Lecture Series included a program on “Wrigley Field Rehabilitation and Restoration: It’s Not 

Just a Ballpark.”   Even music was included, as pianist Betsy Green played an evening of Cubs-related songs.  

Any Sox fans want to step up to the plate for next year?  (A pun most definitely intended!) 

 

 Both the Book Club and the Movie Club have been quite active.  The Book Club has been fortunate 

enough to have had several authors attend our meetings, and they all survived the ordeal!  Eve Moran provided 

an eclectic mix of films, all of which were preceded by her erudite introductions. 

 

 The Club has also hosted a slew of literary and musical events, from our annual Bloomsday program to a 

Carl Sandburg night and a discussion of historical fiction set in Chicago. Bridging literary and music was a 

performance of Naked Lunch: the Musical, about the obscenity trial of William S. Burroughs’ book.  Our first 

jazz night featured vocalist Alyssa Algood, and Artist-in-Residence bass-baritone Keanon Kyles provided an 

evening of opera and spirituals. 

 

 And, of course, the walls and the sculptural shelf of the Kiva are always filled with the artistic creations 

from talented visual and sculptural artists.  Connie Hinkle and Ruth Aizuss Migdal curate the series of 

exhibitions and Art Openings enjoyed by the artists, guests, and Cliff Dwellers throughout the year. 

 

 Just a taste of the year 2017 so far!  With much more to come and enjoy! 

 
 

 

 

WE NEED YOUR INPUT! 

MEMBERS WISHING TO CONTRIBUTE TO   ON AND OFF THE CLIFF 

CAN SUBMIT STORIES, REFLECTIONS, ARTICLES, POEMS, PHOTOS AND ACCOMPLISHMENTS IN THE ARTS TO 

  NEWSLETTER EDITOR MIKE DEINES  by e--mail mjdeines@yahoo.com 

Share Current, Past, and Future Stories about The Cliff Dwellers. 

 

mailto:mjdeines@yahoo.com
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Art Currently on Display in the Kiva 

Featuring Drawings by Adam Clement & Sculpture by Christopher Newman 
         

       
          
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

           
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The works in the exhibition span my career from art 

school to the present. The abstract pieces are sketches 

for large sculptures. The figures are business people 

engaged in meetings or gesturing in response to real 

or perceived threats.   

 

I’m intrigued by combining abstract forms and 

figures and their relationship to each other, as well as 

the positive and negative spaces created.  Either 

standing alone or together, the figures are personal 

expression or reactions to outside pressures.   
 

--Christopher Newman 

 

Inspiration for the pencil drawings comes from a 

variety of sources, including common objects and 

materials, architecture, machinery, and shapes, lines 

and shadows seen throughout our everyday 

experiences.  Special attention is paid to emphasizing 

relationships between lines and shapes, as well as 

patterns that can be created by manipulating them.  

Some of the relationships and patterns may seem 

obvious and logical, while others may not.  The “less 

is more” theme is central to many of the drawings, as 

is the idea of magnifying small portions of larger 

patterns.  The use of symmetry is evident in some 

of the drawings, while others are more free-

flowing.    

--Adam Clement CD’13 
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Alyssa Allgood Sings for Cliff Dwellers 
By Lindsay Hugé CD’08 

  

 On July 13, we had our first weeknight live jazz performance 

featuring our first vocalist, rising local jazz singer Alyssa Allgood. 

She performed in a trio with Dan Chase on piano and Joe Palicastro 

on bass. 

 Alyssa is a recent LuminArts Jazz Fellow and just this April 

won the first annual Ella Fitzgerald Jazz Vocal Competition, 

prevailing over 40 registrants and 20 finalists. This prestigious 

singing prize was awarded by The Blues Alley Jazz Society at 

George Washington University. Alyssa, just 24, has also now 

performed on all major Chicago jazz stages and at the Chicago Jazz 

Festival. The Cliff Dwellers was fortunate to catch such a rising 

star. 

 Alyssa grew up in Westmont, IL. She began singing from an early age and attended North 

Central College’s Janice Boria Vocal Jazz Camp  at age 12. One of Alyssa’s strongest, enduring 

influences is Carmen McRae. “I’ve learned so much about phrasing, swing feel and authenticity by 

listening to her,” Alyssa responded by email.  

 Miss Allgood’s current repertoire consists of “original arrangements of instrumental and vocal 

standards, and straight-ahead standards. I enjoy the Great American Songbook and challenging 

instrumental songs.” On her praised debut CD, Out of the Blue, an homage to the timeless jazz of the 

fifties and sixties, Alyssa composed original lyrics and/or amended her vibrant, seamless scatting to 

jazz classics. She observes in the liner notes, “that there aren’t a lot of singers in the Blue Note catalog 

resonates with my identity of approaching the music like an instrumentalist.” 

 Alyssa performed the lead track from Out of the Blue in her Cliff Dwellers show. She adapted 

swinging, hard-edged lyrics to Hank Mobley’s great “Dig Dis”, rendering her own “Watch Me Walk 

Away”, adding righteous sass and resurrection to the piece. Alyssa explained that she listened to 

Mobley’s venerable Soul Station repeatedly, taking in the LPs 

swinging and bluesy feel, eventually singing along with the 

instrumentation. She spent months composing the right lyrics. “It 

was challenging to match my words to the exact phrasing of his 

fast-moving lines,” but she kept at it, seeking “to tell a story from 

start to finish.” This creation, and her wonderful performance of it, 

truly reveals, as Tribune jazz critic Howard Reich wrote, a “jazz 

singer to the core.” 

 

 “To me, jazz singing should be conversational and free,” 

Alyssa explains. “It’s important to learn the melody as written, and 

once you have that foundation, you can develop the phrasing to express the story in your own way.”   

 

 Fortunately for us, Miss Allgood reports that she has every intention of remaining in and 

developing her career in Chicago. She sees great opportunity here to build a following and shape her 
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sound. Our audience was happily impressed with this young artist’s grace, creativity, energy and 

talent. 

 Alyssa, Dan and Joe were a privileged addition to our jazz series this July. They brought real 

heart and mind to the art our club supports. “One thing I have always loved about jazz,” Alyssa 

emailed, “is that it allows me to be part of something bigger than myself. I enjoy connecting with the 

audience, communicating with the band, and creating something real in the moment. I also love the 

stories that I get to tell.”   

 And we love hearing those stories.    

 

 

 

Lunch with Josh Wolff 
By AIR Committee Chair Eve Moran CD’10 

 
It was delightful to spend some time chatting with Artist-in-Residence 

Josh Wolff. Josh is a Chicago-based filmmaker and an adjunct faculty 

member at DePaul University's School of Cinematic Arts. 

 

Early on in Chicago, he spent over 10 years working and acting in 

theatre, including an artistic apprenticeship at Steppenwolf Theatre 

Company. Since then, Josh has written, produced, and directed award-

winning short films that have played in festivals across the country, 

including the New York Television Festival, Midwest Independent 

Film Festival, Columbus International Film and Video Festival, and 

the Rehoboth Beach Independent Film Festival.  

 

Film is a powerful visual art form. Josh understands this power. His 

artist statement contains these thoughtful words:  

 

Film is a vehicle for empathy, allowing the audience glimpses 

into people’s innermost vulnerabilities, fears, and private lives. 

__________________________________________ 

 

When and where were you born?  Washington, D.C. though I grew up in Silver Springs, Maryland. 

 

What is your favorite childhood memory?  Coming to Chicago during the summer for family visits. My time 

here was divided between the Beverly neighborhood on the South Side of Chicago and Winnetka on the North 

Shore.  In a sense, this gave me entry into the different worlds and backgrounds that formed my parents.    

 

What were some of your early interests? Acting was always a passion, but I was also deeply interested and 

curious about nature and wildlife. And, I also enjoyed playing sports, i.e., tennis and soccer. 

 

What studies did you pursue - and where?  In 2003, I received a B.A. in Theatre and English from Bowdoin 

College (Brunswick, Maine). In 2015, I received a M.F.A. in Cinema from DePaul University (Chicago, 

Illinois).  
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Who was a hero or an inspiration, in your life? My parents, Joan and Richard Wolff. They have instilled the 

values and curiosity for life that I carry with me today. 

 

What was a highlight in your career thus far? Making my thesis film, Guidance, and having the opportunity 

to work with so many talented people. The film has had a great run in the festival circuit and it’s been an 

amazing experience to take it around the country and engage with audiences of all stripes and see how they 

connect with the story and characters. 

 

Please tell something of your current artistic work/studies. I am currently in the process of developing and 

writing several independent projects, both for television and film. 

 

What is your favorite song or piece of music? Beethoven’s 7th Symphony 2nd Movement 

 

Do you have a favorite artist or a favorite painting? Van Gogh 

 

What is your favorite color? Green 

 

What is your favorite book? The Great Gatsby 

 

What are you reading now? Screenwriting: The  Sequence Approach by Paul Gulino 

 

What is the last movie you saw? Get Out directed by Jordan Peele.  I’d give it 9 out of 10 stars. 

 

Do you have a favorite film? I’ll have to list my top three favorites:  Ferris Bueller’s Day Off  directed by 

John Hughes; Casablanca  directed by Michael Curtiz; Short Term 12 directed by Destin Daniel Cretton. 

 

What is your favorite TV show or series? Well, there’s so much content out there these days, so it’s hard to 

keep track of it all. My all time favorite is the HBO series Six Feet Under. 

 

What is your favorite meal? Nothing beats a good steak. 

 

What is your favorite vacation destination? The Maine Coast 

 

What country/city do you highly want to visit? Vancouver, Canada. 

 

What type of activities do you most enjoy? Tennis, pilates, watching a good movie, and spending time with 

friends and family. 

 

What person (living or dead) would you most like to invite to lunch at the Club?  

Abraham Lincoln. 
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Widow Clarke House 

 

 
The Women in the Window 

 

 
Glessner House 

 

Women’s Park Celebrates Famous Chicago Women 

In an Exhibit to be Dedicated on September 14 
By Leslie Recht CD’03 

 

 

 Chicago Women’s Park and Gardens, 1801 S. Indiana, was named to honor famous and accomplished 

Chicago women. The concept of Women’s Park was initiated in a collaboration led by Lois Weisberg, the 

Chicago Commissioner of Cultural Affairs, as a place to celebrate and publicize Chicago women, prior to the 

Park’s transfer from the City to the Chicago Park District in 2000. The exhibit to be dedicated in the park’s 

field house on September 14 at 6:30 p.m. includes a window montage of Jane Addams, Ida Wells Barnett, Lois 

Weisberg, Bertha Palmer and Mahalia Jackson. There is also a display of large photos of 22 women in the two-

story entry to the field house and a brochure with biographies of 65 famous Chicago women from many 

professions as well as the arts and civic and political involvement. This exhibit was made possible by 

Alderman Pat Dowell and the donor, Crescent Heights.  I co-curated this exhibit with Julia Bachrach, the long-

time archivist and historian with the Chicago Park District. This exhibit is one step in fulfilling the goal of 

establishing this park, which is to acknowledge the extraordinary struggles and accomplishments of Chicago 

women. Only about 10% of the Park District’s parks are named for women, and this is an important effort to 

give additional recognition to the vital accomplishments of Chicago women. 
  

 Women’s Park is part of a campus that includes two house museums: the Widow Clarke House, built in 

1836, the oldest house in Chicago, and Glessner House, designed by the renowned architect Henry Hobson 

Richardson. The dedication will include tours of the park and Glessner House at 5 p.m. and 7 p.m. Women’s 

Park is two acres, including a lovely garden designed by Mimi McKay and Tannys Langdon and a sculpture, 

Helping Hands, by the noted surrealist and feminine artist Louise Bourgeois. Helping Hands is dedicated to 

Jane Addams, portraying her through sensitive hands on granite bases, recognizing the humanity of her efforts 

and the large number of people she helped. This campus is a wonderful hidden jewel in Chicago, a place to 

explore history and the beauty of a passive garden in the City.  I worked on the development of this park for 

years as the park liaison for Alderman Bob Fioretti, and supported its evolution as a center for a vibrant 

residential neighborhood.  It was immensely rewarding to work on this exhibit, to learn so much about these 

extraordinary women and to see this project come to fruition after so many years of planning. 
  

 This exhibit is just one step in fulfilling the purpose of Women’s Park. The Advisory Council of the Park 

is planning additional exhibits and programs which will help to bring to life the efforts of women in Chicago. I 

hope you each will take the opportunity to attend the dedication or to visit the park campus. 
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Dateline: Scotland….(Member on a Mission) 
By AIR Committee Chair Eve Moran CD’10 

 

 I enjoy travel. But, I most delight in traveling with a mission. This summer, I set my sights on Glasgow, 

Scotland in order to support Keanon Kyles’ performance in the Clyde Opera Group’s production of Rigoletto. 

Then the thought arose that I might also make connections with The Scottish Arts Club in nearby Edinburgh 

(where The Cliff Dwellers have established a reciprocal relationship). As it turned out, both plans were a 

success. 

 

Glasgow: Cheers for Keanon Kyles! 
 

 CD Artist in Residence Keanon Kyles is an opera singer. He brought his beautiful voice to last year’s 

holiday party and lit up the Kiva. And, we cheered mightily on June 20, 2017, when “A Summer’s Night 

Interlude with Keanon Kyles” showcased the wide depth and breadth of his musical talent. Both on and off the 

stage, Keanon has great warmth and an infectious passion for pursuing dreams.  This passion, lots of deep 

study and the added support of CD members, friends and a CD Arts Foundation award, would bring him to 

Scotland.  

 On July 29, 2017, the audience filled the room at Blythswood Hall, Renfield St. Stephen’s Centre, 

Glasgow. Keanon’s dear parents, William and Vivian Kyles, were there in the crowd. Keanon’s longtime vocal 

coach and mentor, Andrew Schultze and his wife, were also in attendance. In addition, Keanon’s friend Shawn 

Gadley  had captured a seat.  I managed to find a spot near the last row.   

 This was a great moment for Keanon. He had earned the lead role in Rigoletto, an opera in three acts by 

Giuseppe Verdi. The setting was modern and the stage design was simple. But, oh my, that voice was all-

powerful. 

 I am not a professional reviewer. But to my eyes and ears, there is always an incredible sense of depth, 

passion and connection in a Keanon Kyles performance. This certainly proved itself on that stage in Glasgow. 

Lest you think that I am less than objective in my assessment, please read the full review below posted by 

Opera Scotland. It highlights Keanon’s “outstanding” performance.  

 

Opera Scotland  

http://www.operascotland.org/tour/3952/Rigoletto-2017  

 

I’m also including these additional links for your enjoyment: 

 

CNN: 

YouTube: 

https://youtu.be/znAbkEbPFtI 

 

GreatBigStory.Com 

http://greatbig.is/2w6r9GR 

FaceBook: 

https://www.facebook.com/greatbigstory/videos/1722334168069009/ 

 

Further, on July 17, 2017, a story about Keanon appeared on the front page of the Chicago Sun-Times 

(Maudlyne Ihejirika).  It is found at:  chicago.suntimes.com/.../after-years-as-night-janitor-black-opera-singer-

gets-his-big-... 

 

Keanon Kyles as Rigoletto and Maria Ximena 
Abello as his daughter Gilda perform with the 

Clyde Opera Group in Glasgow, Scotland. 

http://www.operascotland.org/tour/3952/Rigoletto-2017
https://youtu.be/znAbkEbPFtI
http://greatbigstory.com/
http://greatbig.is/2w6r9GR
https://www.facebook.com/greatbigstory/videos/1722334168069009/
http://chicago.suntimes.com/.../after-years-as-night-janitor-black-opera-singer-gets-his-big-
http://chicago.suntimes.com/.../after-years-as-night-janitor-black-opera-singer-gets-his-big-
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Edinburgh: Bridges Across the Waters 
 

 Last year, The Cliff Dwellers and the Scottish Arts Club (SAC) entered into a reciprocal club 

relationship. I was excited about this development and saw the chance on this trip to build a more personal 

connection between our two clubs.  Besides, visiting Edinburgh was already on the agenda (as it is one of my 

favorite cities). 

 Club Manager Don Santelli kindly wrote a letter to the SAC that introduced me and my guest and 

provided the dates of our visit. (Always a good idea when planning a visit to a reciprocal club). 

 The response was quick and fabulous. Know that the legendary Fringe 

Festival was just about to begin. And, a thoughtful email from Mark Wilson 

invited us to Fringe in a Day at the SAC on August 3 (this all-day event 

would feature sample offerings from 20 Fringe shows). 

 We easily found our way to the SAC’s rowhouse on Rutland Square. 

The SAC was founded in 1873 by a group of artists and in 1894 purchased the 

building. We were graciously welcomed at the door and especially so, by 

SAC President Marilyn Jeffcoat. There was bustling activity on each of the 

three floors. The Dining room (on the first floor), the Club room (on the 

second floor) and the Studio (on the third floor) were each hosting different 

show segments at various times.  It was exciting and fun and, at every turn, 

we were meeting  exceptionally warm and interesting people. We stayed late 

into the night. 

 Lunch at the SAC on both August 4 and 5 proved to be just as delightful 

as every other feature of the SAC. The Peploe Dining Room is warm, 

welcoming and overlooks the green gardens of Rutland Square. The menu featured the day’s specials expertly 

prepared by Chef Steve Morton and attentively served by Erik. Our lunch fellows were charming and witty. On 

one day, the stimulating conversation carried on well into the late afternoon. And, David Lyle had our feet 

tapping when he sat down to play the piano.  It was a truly good time!   

 A number of similarities between the Cliff and the SAC quickly come to mind. These include: the 

Member’s Table in the dining room that fills up loosely and quickly; the lovely Geddes Garden that equates 

with our deck as popular outdoor space; the deep and involving conversations that are all about big ideas; the 

regularly changing wall art exhibits (on display during our visit were lovely, meditative landscapes by Frances 

Macdonald); and, of course, the delicious food (I must introduce Chef Victor and Chef Steve so they can share 

recipes).   

The time passed much too quickly. But, warm memories 

remain of Marilyn Jeffcoat, SAC President, David 

Lyle, former SAC President, Bruce Ward, Vice President 

(Lay) & Membership Convenor, Jane Ward and Judith 

Gray, SAC Council Members. While I did not have the 

opportunity to meet Mark Wilson, he was most kind in 

setting everything into motion. So too, I am grateful to 

many other members (whose names I sadly did not write 

down) who welcomed me and made this visit to the SAC 

a most rich and delightful experience.  

 

Thanks to All! 
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Looking Back—Looking Ahead 
By Trish VanderBeke CD’96 

 

 The Cliff Dwellers Arts Foundation ended their spring season on 

April 18th hosting a hauntingly beautiful performance in our kiva by 

2017 GRAMMY-nominated Spektral Quartet. Their recital of works 

by Chicago Symphony Mead-Composer-in-Residence Samuel Adams 

and Columbia University professor George Lewis made it clear why 

the New York Times writes, “...they have everything: a supreme 

technical command that seems to come easily, a capacity to make 

complicated music clear, and, most notably on this occasion, an 

ability to cast a magic spell…" Many thanks to acting president of the 

Foundation, Dominic Johnson, for his fine introduction and for 

organizing this very special treat.  

 

        The CDAF also wishes to thank the many members who answered the call for donations this year by 

giving over $10,000 in gifts which, supplemented by our investment earnings, allowed us to give grants 

totaling in excess of $12,000 to groups such as Elements Contemporary Ballet, Accessible Contemporary 

Music, Haymarket Opera Company, Rough House Theater, Green Lantern Press, and opera singer Keanon 

Kyles whose performance of the title role of "Rigoletto" in Edinburgh this summer was quite a success and 

enjoyed by several Cliff Dwellers who traveled to Scotland to hear him sing. Many of the programs we support 

are focused on bringing art and performance to underserved neighborhoods and/or unique venues. Thirsty Ears, 

Chicago's only classical music street festival presented recently in Roscoe Village by Accessible 

Contemporary Music is only one example of how our support has helped spread the appreciation of art and 

culture while raising the visibility of The Cliff Dwellers as a club where they are celebrated.  

 

 In deference to the Club's busy fall schedule and in preparation for a gala event in the spring of 2018 

(details TBA), the CDAF will be taking a break from programming Tuesday events for a few months but will 

return (though not on a Tuesday!) to presenting in February with the 3rd edition of the renewed Cliff Dwellers 

Music Competition featuring string quartets from local college level music programs competing for prizes and 

prestige and playing a newly commissioned piece by composer Amos Gillespie 

 
 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

We Welcome CD Volunteers to Help Host the OHC Event on the Cliff! 
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The Art Delights in Chicago’s Greektown 
By Eve Moran CD’10 

 

 Now is a perfect time to take a stroll along Halsted Street in Chicago’s Greektown. The area between 

Madison and Van Buren Streets is alive with window art posters and quotes from the ancient Greek 

philosopher Aristotle. Over 30 distinguished and emerging local artists have lent their artworks to this 

project, Brushing Up On Aristotle, including Cliff Dwellers Ruth Aizuss Migdal CD’13,  

Vicky Tesmer CD’11, Peter Hurley CD’14, Jennifer Cronin (AIR), Marcelo Eli (AIR) and Connie Hinkle 

CD’01. 

    

 In addition, you will find ten uniquely-molded dinghy sculptures sitting in the same general area along 

Halsted Street. Each of the dinghies has been colorfully and creatively interpreted by individual artists or artist 

teams. For example, Connie Hinkle has transformed her dinghy into a peaceful island library (to the delight of 

book lovers everywhere who will gaze lovingly at the volumes both old and new). Vicky Tesmer graces her 

dinghy with inspirations drawn from ancient Minoan murals, early Mycenaean symbol and her own memories 

of the beautiful Greek Islands. Without question, all of The Amazing Greektown Dinghies are a must see! 

 

 Also, take delight in the sculpture titled Flight Path by Michael Young that springs out of the Greek 

temple at the corner of Monroe and Halsted.  2017 is the Year of Public Art in Chicago and Chicago’s 

Greektown has embraced the theme. 

 

 Connie Hinkle CD’ 01 and Eve Moran CD’10 jointly curated this public art project that is sponsored by 

the Greektown SSA # 16. They are excited to have you come and enjoy the many aspects of this outdoor art 

show.   
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Cliff Notes— 
 

 Since our last publication 7 individuals interested in the arts have become new members of  The Cliff Dwellers.  
 

Susan Benjamin, Sandra Brennan, Andrew Elders,  

Joseph Goldkamp, Nancy (Betsy) Lidecker, Bruce Oltman, Monica Rodriguez 
 

 We welcome them all and look forward to their active participation in Club activities and events. 
  

 The Cliff Dweller bow tie fundraiser succeeded     in selling 26 ties! A big thank-you goes out to Paul 

Hamer and the House Committee for their efforts. We’ll soon be styling at the Members’ Table. 
 

 The Book Club is still in business.  The August 26 selection is Good Kings Bad Kings by Susan Nussbaum.  The 

choice for September 23 is Prairie Avenue by Arthur Meeker.  Discussions facilitated by Richard Reeder CD’13 

take place on the noted Saturday beginning at 11:00 and continue over lunch. 
 

 Saturdays at the Movies will resume beginning September 9 in the Sullivan Room at 10:30 with the showing of 28 

Up. Discussions led by Eve Moran will continue over lunch.  
 

 On September 28, The Cliff Dwellers, in association with the Society of Architectural Historians, will present 

a program on Marc Chagall’s The Four Seasons—a mosaic gifted to the city of Chicago by the Prince Charitable 

Trust. A seldom-seen film of the mural’s creation  its opening ceremony on September 27, 1974, will be shown  at 

5:15 pm.  Thanks to Sandy Collins , William Wood-Prince’s granddaughter who is graciously sharing a family 

keepsake with us. The program will be followed by a Chef Victor French Dinner. 
 

 On October 28, Todd Zeiger from Indiana Landmarks will present a program on the House of Tomorrow, a 

12-sided, all-glass home designed by George Fred Keck, built for the 1933 World’s Fair in Chicago, and later 

moved to Beverly Shores. 
 

 On October 25 historian Ed Gordon CD’00 will introduce and discuss Divided on D-Day co-

authored with British historian David Ramsay. This fast-paced and engrossing study of the 

Normandy campaign’s major leaders-- Churchill, Eisenhower, Patton, Montgomery--explores how 

the interaction of their heavyweight personalities shaped the results of  the greatest amphibious 

invasion of all time.  
 

 Award-winning poet, playwright and writer Angela Jackson has accepted the Club’s invitation 

to become an Honorary Member of The Cliff Dwellers. She will be honored on the evening of October 27 with a 

reception and program at the Club.  

     This past year she has published a new novel Roads, Where There Are No Roads as well as A Surprised 

Queenhood in the New Black Sun: The Life and Legacy of Gwendolyn Brooks, a look back at the cultural and 

political force of Pulitzer Prize-winning poet Gwendolyn Brooks, in celebration of her 100
th
 birthday. 

 

   

 
 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Poet

