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International Women’s Day-2017:  Be Confident in Your Power! 
By Mike Deines CD’03 

 
 International Women’s Day had its roots in the labor 

movements at the turn of the Twentieth Century in North America 

and across Europe. The United Nations began celebrating IWD on 

March 8 during International Women’s Year in 1975, and two years 

later the U.N. General Assembly proclaimed a United Nations Day 

for Women’s Rights and International Peace to be observed by 

Member States in accordance with their historical and national 

traditions.  In essence, IWD is a time to reflect on progress made, to 

call for social change, and to celebrate acts of courage and 

determination by ordinary women who have played an 

extraordinary role in the history of their countries and communities. 

 The Cliff Dwellers at the urging of then President Leslie 

Recht CD’03 became part of IWD celebrations in 2011. The Club 

has focused on bringing together a host of interesting women to 

inspire and guide the next generation of young women in Chicago. 

To that end, again this year a group of 30 scholars from nearby high 

schools (Chicago Tech Academy, Jones High School, and Muchin 

High School) shared lunch and inspiring stories with nearly 70 

women and Club members. Eve Moran CD’10 once again 

organized and hosted the March 8 program. 

 The keynote address was given by Andrea Kramer, a partner 

in an international law firm where she was a founding member of 

the firm’s Diversity Committee. With her husband she  also co-

authored one of the best business books of 2016 Breaking Through 

Bias: Communication Techniques for Women to Succeed at Work. 

Her comments focused upon this year’s IWD theme: Being 

Confident in Your Power.  “Gender bias and discrimination still 

exist in too many levels of business and society,” Kramer asserted. 

“In the worlds of business and education each of us (women) must 

advocate for our talents and strengths and abilities.  We must break 

through the old assumptions that ‘men get something done’ and 

‘women are nurturing, nice, and likable.’ Both women and men can 

be competent, supportive leaders.”   

 Kramer stressed that one of the most important traits each 

woman attending the IWD luncheon can acquire is “to learn how 

NOT to deflect compliments. Firmly and graciously respond to 

well-earned praise with a ‘Thank-you. I really worked hard and I 

am proud of what I did.’” 

 The career stories offered by artists Debra Hand, Christine 

LaRue, Jone’t French, Malika Jackson, and Charlotte Mays in the 

next phase of the IWD program underscored the importance of 

Kramer’s insights about persistence and affirmation.  Ruth Migdal, 

the Curator of Sculpture at The Cliff Dwellers, brought together for 

 
Eve Moran introduced  

IWD keynote speaker Andrea Kramer. 
 

 

 
Inspiring teachers (l to r):  

 Victoria Piertus and Brooke Kennedy—Muchin College Prep  
Elisa Foshay and Enoyse Steichter--Jones High School  

Anwar Abdallah and Sarah Nelson, Chicago Tech Academy. 
 

 

 
Barbara Weiner CD'16 and Hamlin 

 with Chicago Tech Academy students and staff. 
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exhibit the artwork of these five outstanding women and invited 

each to share the story of how she discovered her passion and 

promise as a three-dimensional artist. The tales they shared echoed 

off each other:  seeking an outlet for my creative spirit and 

curiosity;  finding a medium that fit my imagination;  

experimenting with the materials and technical skills related to the 

medium; exploring artistic possibilities and not fearing either failure 

or surprise;  embracing hard work and personal pride in what I 

achieved.  

 Debra Hand, speaking about her own experiences in life and 

art concluded, “Women are the part of the species that were chosen 

to give us life.”  …Give us life… 

 She might well have been speaking for the aspirations and 

accomplishments of every individual in The Cliff Dwellers’ Kiva 

on International Women’s Day 2017. 

 
IWD Artists join  

CD Curator of Sculpture Ruth Migdal  
and IWD Host Eve Moran 

 

 

The President Reports--March 2017 
 

 I can't believe it's Spring!  Opening Day (actually, Opening Night) at Cubs Park is April 

10th!   

 Since my last Report, the following things have taken place:  

o We're narrowing-in on a date in April or May for replacement of the HVAC system 

serving the Club – at no cost to us and requiring a minimal amount of down time, if any  

o Since January 1st, we've added eight new members and 10 new trial members   

o We've agreed to let a maximum of six Union League Club members per day also have 

lunch on Tuesday-Friday, subject to availability and prior reservations, in an effort to 

increase our revenues without overtaxing our dining facilities   

o Building ownership assured us they will commence construction of the new exercise 

facility during the 3rd Quarter of 2017  

o We’ve added the fabulous Marines Memorial Club, located in San Francisco across 

from Union Square, as a new out-of-town reciprocal club   

o We’ve continued to reach out to Building tenants   

o We’ve enjoyed many wonderful Club events and art exhibitions . 

  

 Thanks to our Program Committee, we have many wonderful events already planned for March, including:  

 March 22 – The Stories We Tell Ourselves – Evening  Salon with Scott Turow. 

 March 23 -  Musical evening with Sara Su Jones, violin,  and 98.7 WFMT host Dennis Moore, piano. 

 Thursday, March 30 -  Architecture presentation by Eric R. Keune, SOM.  

 Once again, I encourage you to continue to recruit new members -- the lifeblood of the Club -- and to use the Club 

facilities more often, including parties and events.  More members and more meals served (especially in the evening) will 

not only make the Club even more enjoyable for all, and  it will allow us to operate in the black.  Each of you can help. 

 If you have any suggestions about new members, events, or how to improve the Club, please let me know. 

 

Zivio! 
 

David S. Chernoff,  President 
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Artists in Residence Reply 
 

Eve Moran remains busy, busy, busy—this time interviewing two more members of The Cliff Dwellers’ new 

class of Artists in Residence.  In this issue of On and Off the Cliff you will have a chance to read about two 

more of these aspiring Chicago artists and the directions their budding talents are taking them.  Greet them and 

meet them when they are at the Club.  

 
 

Lunch with Marcelo Eli 
By Eve Moran CD’10 
 

My paintings are the fabrics of contemporary and ancient cultures, stitching together high and low, 

the mundane and sublime. I have come to the realization of the universality of textiles, geometry, and 

symbols across cultures and time. Knowing this I have become aware and fascinated with these three 

subjects in their transcendental properties and how they’re at the very center of our existence as 

humans. 

 So begins the Artist Statement of Marcelo Eli, an Artist in Residence at The Cliff Dwellers for year 2017. 

This exciting young artist had his first solo show of large-scale artworks in June 2016 at Leslie Hindman 

Auctioneers and Art Wing Contemporary (curated by Claire Molek). As part of the exhibition - Heroes Get 

Remembered but Legends Never Die - Marcelo’s custom baseballs were put up for auction with great success.  

 Marcelo’s work has been shown in group exhibits since 2010. Indeed, he walked into the Live Worms 

Gallery in San Francisco, California, and dropped his portfolio. The art that tumbled out grabbed the attention 

of the owners. Immediately, Marcelo’s work became a part of the then-running PanOpticon show. 

 On his return to Chicago, Marcelo’s work showed at the Out of Line Gallery (2012); Vertical Gallery 

(2013); Multiples Art Fair (2013); Hyde Park Art Center (2014 & 2016); Co-Prosperity Sphere (2014); Cobalt 

Studio (2015); and, Heavenly Gallery (2016). 

 CD co-curator Connie Hinkle is planning the dates on which Marcelo’s artworks will grace the Kiva.walls  

 

When and where were you born?  November 2, 1989, in 

Chicago, Illinois.  But, I grew up on the southside of 

Chicago. I graduated from John F. Kennedy High School in 

2008, and I attended three elementary schools - John F. 

Eberhart, James Shields, and Michael M. Bryne 

Elementary.  

 

What is your favorite childhood memory?  One night  after 

I had fallen  asleep,  my mother woke me up so that I could 

eat her freshly-baked banana bread. It was so delicious.  

 

What were some of your early interests?  My early 

interests were swimming and football.  Being exposed to 

rap music and graffiti, however, I soon began to transition 

into art. As such, I began to search out “how to draw” 

books from the library. 
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What studies did you pursue - and where?  In 2016, I received a Visual Art's Certificate, University of 

Chicago.  In 2009-11, I studied at the Academy of Art University, San Francisco, California. 

During my high school years, I studied at Gallery 37-- taking classes in silk-screening, graphic design, and 

photography. These courses translated into school credits.  
  

Who was a hero, i.e., an inspiration, in your life?  My mother, Laura Diaz. There is a story about her I want 

to share.  

 As a high school student, I often visited the Border’s bookstore in the Loop. There, I came across a 

stunning book on Jean-Michel Basquiat sealed in plastic. But, the high price of this book was beyond my 

means. On a later visit, I found to my delight that the plastic had been removed. and flipping through the pages 

I came upon the painting titled Mitchell Crew. It changed my life. 

 One day, I came home and found, to my surprise and deep delight, that my mother had purchased this 

Basquiat book for me.  
 

What was a highlight in your career thus far?  I remember the excitement when I sold my first painting for 

the sum of $1,000. Even as my other works have subsequently sold for higher amounts, there was something 

significant, i.e.,confidence-building, about that first sale. 

 It was just as thrilling for me to learn that one of my artworks hangs next to a Picasso in a private 

collection. 
 

Please tell something of your current artistic work.  I am doing artworks that question the idea of painting as 

object. 
 

What is your favorite song or piece of music?   Through the Late Night by Travis Scott and Kid Cudi. 
 

Do you have a favorite artist or a favorite painting?   I have a few favorites: Joe Bradley, Terry Thornton, 

Graham Wilson and Oscar Murillo. 
 

What is your favorite color?  Purple. 
 

What is your favorite book?  Joan Mitchell: Lady Painter by Patricia Albers.  
 

What are you reading now?  Legend, Myth and Magic in the Image of the Artist by Ernst Kris and Otto Kurz. 

And, Aesthetics and Painting by Jason Gaiger. 
 

What is the last movie you saw?  I’ve been watching the series Insecure on HBO. 
 

Do you have a favorite film?  Midnight in Paris (Director: Woody Allen). 
 

What type of activities do you most enjoy?  I like visiting the Art Institute, other museums and galleries. I also 

like to cook and enjoy reading. And, it is nice to have a cocktail, too. 
 

What person (living or dead) would you most like to invite to lunch at the Club?   I would like to invite 

each of the following to sit at the member’s table:  

Vincent Van Gogh (for his passion); 

Pablo Picasso (for his bravado); 

Andy Warhol (for his celebrity); 

Jean-Michel Basquiat  (for his child-likeness); 

Frieda Kahlo (for her pain).
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Lunch with….Jonathan Mayo 
By Eve Moran CD’10 

 Jonathan Mayo is an Artist in Residence for year 2017. After nearly two decades of a broad range of 

experience in the theatre industry, Jonathan discovered that his true passion lies in producing. And, his 

productions are highly entertaining. In 2015 and 2016, Jonathan brought together residents of the Uptown 

community to dance as zombies in a fun reenactment of Michael Jackson’s Thriller (held in Buttercup Park, this 

event was a collaboration with the Uptown Chamber of Commerce and the Alderman’s office). 

 Know, however, that Jonathan has a serious side that seeks to harness the power of art to educate, 

enlighten, enrich, and heal audiences. A good example is his long-running oral history project--Cleaning 

Closets. Since 2012, Jonathan has been collecting and sharing true coming-out stories from both sides of the 

closet door. (This includes the perspective of LGBTQ people and, as importantly, the perspective of the family 

and friends to whom they come out). The project incorporates multiple art forms, i.e., storytelling, script work, 

performance, film and social media. Jonathan feels privileged to have hosted Cleaning Closets events at the 

University of Illinois Chicago (2012), Northwestern University (2013) and his alma mater, Morehead 

University (2015). 

 During the day, Jonathan works as Advancement Coordinator at Oral Health America, a non-profit 

organization that, among other things, raises public awareness of the importance of oral health to overall health. 

He is also Box Office Manager at Jackalope Theater (now in its 9th season). And, Jonathan somehow manages 

to find the time to serve as Volunteer & Advocacy Chair with The Night Ministry.    

 Over lunch, and as Jonathan was describing the Thriller experience, my feet began to tap.  

 

When and where were you born?  December 9, 1983, in 

Charleston, West Virginia, but I grew up in Shelbeyville, 

Kentucky. 

 

What were some of your early interests?   I was on the swim 

team and liked the arts. In eighth grade, there was a joint theater 

project between two middle schools in my hometown. I played 

the role of Bob Cratchit in this joint production of A Christmas 

Carol. It was then and there, in my first theatrical performance, 

that I caught the acting bug! 

 

What studies did you pursue - and where?   Morehead State 

University May 2006, B.A. Theatre, French Magna Cum Laude. 

Northeastern Illinois University Spring 2005, National Student 

Exchange Program.  

In addition, I have studied at Chicago Dramatists (playwriting); Second City Training Center (improv, musical 

improv, producing); and, Old Town School of Folk Music (hip hop, Latin dance). 

 

Who was a hero or an inspiration in your life?   My mother Jodi. She is a strong, beautiful and artistic woman. 

She filled our home with her joyful singing and also plays the piano and the flute. 
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What was a highlight in your career thus far?   I was excited to be on stage in 2016 as a featured performer in 

Peeling Back the Layers: A Festival of Storytelling. This production of The Side Project Theatre Company 

involved spoken word and musical accompaniment.  

Overall, I credit inspiration for my artistic work to my volunteer experience with the LGBTQ 

community, youth of diverse backgrounds, and Chicagoans experiencing homelessness. Hence, I am most 

grateful for the opportunity to teach and learn from members of these groups while working for the General 

Theatre Studies program at the Goodman Theatre and the Brillianteen Drama Program at the McGaw YMCA in 

Evanston. 

 

Please tell something of your current artistic work.   I’m currently working on a new play.  And, I am pursuing 

new opportunities for my ever-evolving Cleaning Closets project.  

 

What is your favorite song or piece of music?   Anything performed by Whiney Houston  or George Michael. 

 

Do you have a favorite artist or a favorite painting?   Kadinsky 

 

What is your favorite color?   Purple - but I love all color. 

 

What is your favorite book?   Devil in the White City by Erik Larson. And, Secret Historian: The Life and 

Times of Samuel Steward, Professor, Tatoo Artist and Sexual Renegade by Justin Spring.  But I must also 

mention Freakonomics: A Rogue Economist Explores the Hidden Side of Everything by Steven D. Leavitt and 

Stephen J. Dubner (because it was the first book I chose to read after graduation and it helped me discover the 

types of books I love after years of required reading). 

 

What are you reading now?   My Stroke of Insight: A Brain Scientist’s Personal Journey by Jill Bolte Taylor 

And, I just finished Brain on Fire: My Month of Madness by Susannah Catalan. 

 

What is your favorite play?   The Crucible by Arthur Miller and Pippin with music by Stephen Schwartz and 

book by Roger O. Hirson.   I played the Leading Player in Pippin during my junior year of college.  

 

Do you have a favorite film?   Crash (Director: Paul Haggis) and The Labyrinth (Director: Jim Henson). 

 

What type of activities do you most enjoy?   I love going to the beach in the summer months. And, I enjoy 

going to plays, museums, having a cocktail with friends and volunteering. 

 

What person (living or dead) would you most like to invite to lunch at the Club?   Well I'd most love to have 

my family come up to the Club and enjoy the great views.  

 But, if I were to pick a celebrity, it would be Andy Cohen (award-winning host, producer and author) 

because I admire the far reach of his career. Of course, Whitney Houston also would be on that list for getting 

me through my adolescence. And also Stetson Kennedy (who I learned about in Freakonomics) because he 

bravely fought against small-mindedness, ignorance, and intimidation by infiltrating the KKK and revealing 

their secrets in the newspaper under the pseudonym of Daddy Mention. Also, I might invite Thandie Newton 

because I deeply admire her as an actress. Or Kevin Newbury because I had the pleasure of meeting him when 

he directed an opera in town and we had great conversation.    
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February’s Art Opening: 

A Retrospective in Oil and Bold Beginnings in Sculpture 
By  Margery al Chalabi CD’85 
 

 February’s Art Opening (February 1-March 25) is a joint exhibit of oil paintings by Margery al Chalabi 

(CD’85) and sculptures by five young African American women – Christine La Rue, Debra Hand, Jone’t 

French, Charlotte Mays and Annette Jackson – brought together by Ruth Migdal (CD’13). 

 Ms. al Chalabi is an architect/urban planner who was part of the first group of six women accepted into 

The Cliff Dwellers in 1985.  After a lengthy history of work in public and private firms, she established her own 

firm, with her husband, in 1983.  And, after a long hiatus, she resumed her painting in oils after an accident in 

2002 which nearly left her a quadriplegic.  A second home, surrounded by the Indiana Dunes, was the perfect 

studio for weekend paintings.  The paintings in this exhibit are from 2002 to 2013. 

 The set-up for the Exhibit, went amazingly well considering that there was – simultaneously – the 

following: a take-down of the prior show by Tim Samuelson; the mounting of 14 canvases on three walls; the 

placement of sculptures by five sculptors; the visit of 40-or-so members of a literary tour group; and a luncheon 

meeting of the Book Club.           

 The main 20-foot wall provided a colorful backdrop for the Opening’s selection of Hors d’oeuvres and 

many buffets to follow. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 And, the window ledge put the many sculptural pieces in profile against the Club’s famous view. 
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The dinner, by Chef Victor, was a delicious assembly of lentil soup, Moroccan Tagine (Lemon Chicken 

with Middle Eastern spices) over saffron rice, and a trifle of spiced citruses for dessert.  The planning was 

meticulous and service was given with smiles.  The food received compliments from all around. 

 It was a wonderful evening.  The weather cooperated.  The City looked dazzling on a cloudless night.  

The Club was radiant with all the sculpture and art work under light.  The conversation was animated and 

electric. 

 The paintings included those landscapes observed close to home in Beverly Shores: 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

And, those remembered from trips taken for conferences or pleasure – or both. 
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And, from those imagined. 

 

 

   

 

    

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  The sculptures were pure silhouettes in cast iron and clay against the sky.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 Or individuals, in grays or brilliant colors. 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
  

Altogether, it was an exhilarating evening--and a colorful backdrop for many more visits to The Cliff. 
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Spring Awaits:  Scheduled Programs & More  

 

 The Movie Series, Book Club, and the monthly tours by CAF which will soon resume are all helping 

make the Club active on Saturdays.  Art Openings and Art Foundation programs offer easy and informal 

chances to support the Arts and meet new, rising talent being promoted by The Cliff Dwellers. 

  As the weather warms and Spring unfolds, make your way to the Club to enjoy the season, good 

friendship, and the delight of food and fun with other Cliff Dwellers. 

 

Art Openings Saturday at the 

Movies 

Art Foundation’s 

3
rd

 Tuesdays 

CD Book Club 

First Wednesday 

Art Exhibitions remain on 

display for two months. 

Artists and Sculptors attend 

openings. 

A cash bar and dinner buffet 

are available. 

 

Films are shown Saturday in 

the Sullivan Room at 10:30; 

discussions continue over 

lunch. 

Alternate dates are noted. 

 

Evening presentations in the 

Kiva by CDAF grant 

recipients are free and open 

to the public. 

A cash bar and dinner service 

are available. Reservations 

are encouraged.  

Discussions facilitated by 

Richard Reeder CD’13 take 

place on the noted Saturday 

beginning at 11:00 and 

continue over lunch. 

March 
Margery Al-Chalabi  

Objects Observed and Imagined 

Sculpture by 
Christine La Rue,  

Debra Hand, Jone’t French, 

Charlotte Mays, and 

Annette Jackson 

 

Continues through 3/25. 

3/5 

Secrets & Lies  

Directed by 

Mike Leigh 

3/21 

This evening will feature a 

presentation by (a CDAF 

recipient)--Foundations of 

Music, an educational 

outreach organization that 

serves more than 7,000 

students annually in more 

than 30 Chicago Public 

Schools. Dinner from the 

menu at 7:00 by reservation. 

 

3/25 

Bedrock Faith 

by 

Eric Charles May 

The author will attend. 

 

4/5 

Artist Peter Hurley 

and 

Sculptor Brian Monaghan 

4/1 

 Raging Bull   

Directed by 

Martin Scorsese 

4/18 

Spektral Quartet  

a string quartet based in 

Chicago 

4/22 

What the Lady Wants 

by 

Renee Rosen 

 

May  

Artist Peter Hurley 

and 

Sculptor Brian Monaghan 

 

Continue 

Here are the dates for the 

final movies that will be 

shown on Saturdays at the 

Club this year: 

9/9          28 Up 

10/ 7       56 Up  

11/4        Diva  

12/2        House of Games 
 

 5/27 

Empire of Deception 
by 

Dean Jobb 

 

 

WE NEED YOUR INPUT! 

MEMBERS WISHING TO CONTRIBUTE TO   ON AND OFF THE CLIFF 

CAN SUBMIT STORIES, REFLECTIONS, ARTICLES, POEMS, PHOTOS AND ACCOMPLISHMENTS IN THE ARTS TO 

  NEWSLETTER EDITOR MIKE DEINES  by e--mail mjdeines@yahoo.com 

Share Current, Past, and Future Stories about The Cliff Dwellers. 

   

mailto:mjdeines@yahoo.com


 

Volume 39, Number 2                                                                       March-April 2017 

11 
 

The Stories We Tell Ourselves:  

A Salon with Scott Turow at The Cliff Dwellers 

 By Donald G. Evans CD’11 

Scott Turow, the highly-acclaimed author and attorney, 

will be the special guest on Wednesday, March 22 of the 

Chicago Literary Hall of Fame and The Cliff Dwellers, where he 

is an honorary member. The evening at The Cliff Dwellers 

Club (200 S. Michigan Ave., penthouse) will feature a splendid 

dinner and an intimate conversation focused on Scott’s literary 

accomplishments, his writing process, and the intersection 

between his legal and literary careers. Registration is required--

cost is $45 and all CLHOF supporters are welcome to attend. 

Attendance will be limited to about 90 guests.  

 Scott’s ten best-selling novels have been translated into 

more than 25 languages, sold more than 30 million copies worldwide, and been adapted to the screen on 

numerous occasions, including the movie Presumed Innocent (1990). Scott’s 11th novel, Testimony, will be 

published by Grand Central Publishing in May of this year. He has also written two non-fiction books and 

contributed essays to such publications as The New Yorker, Playboy, and The Atlantic. He is the recipient of 

many literary awards, including the Heartland Prize in 2003 for Reversible Errors, the Robert F. Kennedy Book 

Award in 2004 for Ultimate Punishment, and the Carl Sandburg Award in 2016.  

 Scott’s legal career, since graduating with honors from Harvard Law School, has been characterized by an 

equal share of stunning successes, including the release of a death row inmate falsely accused of murder; the 

prosecution of Illinois Attorney General William J. Scott; and a role as lead government counsel in a number of 

trials related to Operation Greylord. He has done extensive pro bono work and been a leader in ethical matters, 

including the fair treatment of authors. 

 The evening will begin at 4:30 when the bar opens.  Dinner will be served at 6:30 with the salon to 

follow. The Book Stall will be on hand to sell copies of Scott's books. The event is expected to fill up quickly, 

so please make your reservations in a timely manner.  

 

                

 

http://www.scottturow.com/
http://cliff-chicago.org/
http://cliff-chicago.org/
http://cliff-chicago.org/
https://www.eventbrite.com/e/the-stories-we-tell-ourselves-evening-salon-with-scott-turow-tickets-32341730988
http://www.thebookstall.com/
https://www.eventbrite.com/e/the-stories-we-tell-ourselves-evening-salon-with-scott-turow-tickets-32341730988
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The City of Chicago Increases Its Support of the Arts 
By Leslie Recht CD’03 
  

 The Chicago Cultural Mile Association is a group of cultural and business organizations located along 

Michigan Avenue south of the Chicago River. This group sponsors programs and works to support the cultural 

activities happening in their area, and The Cliff Dwellers has supported these efforts since the group was 

formed. The Chairman and President of the Association is J.R. Davis CD’12, a strong supporter of the Club. At 

the Association’s February meeting, Mark Kelly, the Commissioner of Cultural Affairs at Chicago’s 

Department of Cultural Affairs and Special Events (DCASE), gave a rousing presentation outlining the 

increased support that the City is providing to cultural activities across Chicago.  

 

 Commissioner Kelly is uniquely qualified to lead these efforts, having previously served as the Vice 

President for Student Success at Columbia College Chicago during a 30 year career at the school.  At Columbia  

he fostered and oversaw an immersive arts experience across 100 degree programs. Kelly was the founder and 

chair of the Wabash Arts Corridor initiative, establishing the South Loop as a hub for street art, and with the 

Cultural Mile Association, he is a founder of the new Halloween Gathering, an annual parade and festival in 

Grant Park celebrating Chicago’s cultural community. 

 

  DCASE completed a Cultural Plan for Chicago in 2013, and Commissioner Kelly is expanding the 

implementation of many of the recommendations in this plan. He views Chicago’s Cultural Center, at Randolph 

and Michigan, and Grant Park, including the Harris Theater, as a campus that can be programmed together to 

increase the cultural experiences available in the City. Kelly has increased the number of free music programs, 

lectures, events, and exhibits happening in this campus this year. They include an art exhibition representing 

artists from each of the 50 wards in the City. Dance has always been popular, from shows at the Harris to 

programs like Summer Dance in Grant Park. This year, amateur dancers will compete in a range of dance styles 

across the City. Commissioner Kelly’s encouragement and support for these programs is contagious. As The 

Cliff Dwellers, we can live the mission of the Club by participating and spreading the word about the new and 

varied opportunities we have to enjoy the many aspects of arts in Chicago.  

  

 A full list of upcoming events is shown on DCASE’s website: www.cityofchicago.org/specialevents.  

Check them out and enjoy. 

 

 

 

          

 

 
 

http://www.cityofchicago.org/specialevents
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AIA Honors Hasbrouck  
 

 The American Institute of Architects recently announced that 

Charles Hasbrouck CD’09 will be among 13 Chicago architects to 

receive the 2017 FAIA distinction.   

 AIA Fellows are recognized with the AIA’s highest membership 

honor for their exceptional work and contributions to architecture and 

society. The prestige of FAIA after your name is unparalleled and the 

judging is rigorous.  Architects who have made significant contributions 

to the profession and society and who exemplify architectural 

excellence can become an AIA Fellow. Approximately 3 percent of the 

AIA’s 88,000+ members have this distinction. 

 The AIA honored Hasbrouck for his career efforts to “advance the 

science and art of planning and building by advancing the standards of 

architectural education, training, and practice.”  The AIA additionally noted: 

 

      Charles R. Hasbrouck FAIA has been consistently successful in implementing complex, 

challenging and influential projects around the world. He is currently a Director at bKL 

Architecture, where he oversees the Architect of Record’s Services for the 95 story Wanda Vista 

Tower, designed by Jeanne Gang of Studio Gang Architects, which will be Chicago’s third 

tallest building when complete. 

     Prior to joining bKL Architecture, he was a Director at Skidmore Owings & Merrill and a 

founding Principal of Gonzalez Hasbrouck. During his career, he managed projects that range 

from sensitive renovations and creative adaptive reuses, to large scale mixed use buildings and 

master plans for sustainable new cities. He has led projects in the United States, Oman, Kuwait, 

India, Russia and beyond. 

      As his career evolves, he spends more time mentoring young managers and sharing his 

experience through civic engagement. He currently sits on the Boards of Directors of the Cliff 

Dwellers, the Glessner House Museum, and the Friends of Downtown. He is a graduate of the 

University of Illinois and earned a Master of Architecture degree from Yale University.          

 
 More locally, we appreciate Hasbrouck’s leadership in spearheading the 2013 renovation of the Club’s 

interior. Many of the upgrades and amenities that we enjoy as members on the Cliff were achieved under 

Charlie’s watch and with the design contributions of his colleagues at SOM. The Cliff Dweller’s renovation was 

one of the specific projects cited by the AIA in assessing Hasbrouck’s worthiness to become an AIA Fellow. 

 Congratulations, Charlie, and ZIVIO! 
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Accomplishments of Note for New Cliff Dwellers 

 

 

Wicked, Immoral, Utterly Bad!: An Illustrated History of Chicago 

Theatre 1837-1974  

By Pete Blatchford  CD’16 

A graphic, illustrated history book chronicling the story of local dramatic theater in 

Chicago.  Readers discover Joseph Jefferson, James McVicker and the founders of 

early theater in Chicago, architecture and the effects of the Great Chicago Fire, The 

Iroquois Theatre Fire, the social outreach and theater of Hull House led by Jane 

Addams and later Robert Sickinger, the experiment of Maurice Browne and the 

Little Theatre movement with Ellen Van Volkenburg, off-Loop theater, Charlotte 

Chorpenning, Winifred Ward, Alice Gerstenberg and the growth of children’s 

theater, the Federal Theatre Project in Chicago with Harry Minturn and Shirley 

Graham, Improvisation with influence from Neva Boyd, Viola Spolin, David 

Shepherd and The Compass Players, Paul Sills, Bernie Sahlins and The Second 

City, The Body Politic Theatre of the Reverend Jim Shiflett, The Organic Theatre 

with Stuart Gordon, The St. Nicholas Theatre with David Mamet, and the history of 

long standing performance spaces like the Goodman Theatre and original venues 

like Bill Pullinsi’s Candlelight Playhouse, the first dinner theater in America. 

Replete with a unique collection of photography, graphics, playbills and 

memorabilia from Chicago’s famous theater scene. 

Photography Exhibit by Steve Geer CD’17

 

https://www.amazon.com/dp/0692804757/ref=cm_sw_r_em_tai_c_Ur.FybJP65STH
https://www.amazon.com/dp/0692804757/ref=cm_sw_r_em_tai_c_Ur.FybJP65STH
https://www.amazon.com/dp/0692804757/ref=cm_sw_r_em_tai_c_Ur.FybJP65STH
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Cliff Notes— 
 

 Since our last publication 8 individuals interested in the arts have become new members of The Cliff Dwellers.  
 

Dominic Johnson, Laurence Leive, Nonnie Lyketsos, Catherine Novotny, 

Raza Siddiqui, Bernadette Sippel, Janette Tepas, Elizabeth Buckley-Geer 
Additionally, Since January 1, 2017 we have signed up 10 new Trial Members. 

  

We welcome them all and look forward to their active participation in Club activities and events.  
 

ZIVIO! To Cliff Dwellers who sponsored resident and trial members during the first months of 2017: 

Charlie Hasbrouck, David Chernoff, Bill Drennan, Heidi Rothenberg, Wilmont Vickrey, 

Walker Johnson, Ruth Migdal, Virginia Harding, Allan Alongi. 
 

 After a year of study, The Cliff Dwellers will again accept cash payments at the door or at the bar from non-

members.  The Club will continue accepting Visa, Master Card and American Express as well. 
 

 Chicago Architect Carter Manny Jr. Honorary CD’89 died in early February at the age of 98.  During his varied career 

he worked on projects ranging from O’Hare International Airport’s original terminals to the FBI Building in 

Washington, D.C.  He also dealt with many significant figures of  20
th
 Century art including Marc Chagall, who 

designed The Four Seasons mosaic that graces the First National Bank (now Chase Tower) plaza, and Alexander 

Calder, who created the Flamingo stabile in Federal Plaza and Universe, a motorized installation in the Sears Tower 

(now Willis Tower). Manny organized the circus-like parade to honor the completion of Calder’s works.   

A memorial to celebrate the life and work of Carter H. Manny, Jr., and honor his service to the field of architecture 

will be held Saturday, May 20, 2017 at 11 AM.  The program, with a reception to follow, will take place at S.R. 

Crown Hall Illinois Institute of Technology  3360 S State Street  Chicago, Illinois.  

Website: https://www.eventbrite.com/e/carter-h-manny-memorial-celebration-tickets-32337944663 

Obituary: http://www.chicagotribune.com/news/obituaries/ct-carter-manny-obituary-kamin-met-0205-

20170203-story.html 
 

 Wednesday, March 29 – Dinner celebrating CD Artist Member Bob Amft (1916-2012) in connection the first 

exhibition of his works at The Cliff Dwellers since 1964.   

Bob Amft was a Cliff Dweller, served on the Board in of Directors during 1962, 63 and 64, and was the Club’s Vice 

President in 1964.  To learn more about Bob and his career and family click on this link:  

https://twisteddill.wordpress.com/2016/12/07/secret-family-recipe/.   This piece was written by a granddaughter on 

what would have been his 100
th
 birthday.  Prior to dinner there will be a brief presentation about Bob and his works. 

Reservations encouraged. 
 

 Friday, March 31  Dinner and Presentation:  Mosaic of the History of Wrigley Field from 1914 to the Present. 
Wrigley Field is often viewed with nostalgia, but the ball park has changed many times over the years.  Brian 

Bernardoni, CD ’06, Past President of Cliff Dwellers, baseball historian and Wrigley Field guide for over twenty 

years is the perfect person to show us the development of Wrigley Field using photos and stories leading up to the 

current renovation plans. Brian promises to bring some of his priceless Cubs memorabilia. The doors opens 

at 4:30pm. Dinner, with a baseball twist, will be served at 6:15, with the presentation to 

follow. Reservations are encouraged. 
 

 Wednesday, April 12 – Carl Sandberg Night featuring poems and stories by Chicago’ most 

renowned poet. 

“The fog comes on little cat feet. 

It sits looking over harbor and city on silent haunches and then moves on.” 

https://www.eventbrite.com/e/carter-h-manny-memorial-celebration-tickets-32337944663
http://www.chicagotribune.com/news/obituaries/ct-carter-manny-obituary-kamin-met-0205-20170203-story.html
http://www.chicagotribune.com/news/obituaries/ct-carter-manny-obituary-kamin-met-0205-20170203-story.html
https://twisteddill.wordpress.com/2016/12/07/secret-family-recipe/

